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„„ 5 r 
INcE I came to this city, I have from time to time ac- 
quainted you of what I thonghe might be any ways en» 
tertaining to you, In my firit le | | 
lucky, by being lodged in à diſcreet. houſe, che maſter 
of which is a wiſe, E attends his buſineſs, and lives 
a ſober, regular life. He is none of | thoſe who keep evening 


0 * * - 
 Fpinguzcn; 
_ EDINBURGH, 
s +8 Y "S. . 
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clubs over a bottle, but retires to his houſe, and hon s the long 


winter evenings in reading, and looking after the affairs of his fa- 


mily, ſo that I have often enjoyed his agreeable company. I find 
him very communicative, both in what he has learned from books 


and from ten, and which has often given me relaxation and freſh 
ſpirits. He is a great admirer of the church of England, and cloſely 


retains to her publick offices. On my firſt coming here, I 7 | 
g 


by an acquaintance, cried ro, what is here called, the EI 
chapel, in Blackfriars. Fynd, where I thought my landlord, retain» 


ed; but ws wu looking fer him, and not ſeeing him there, I 1 


aſked him why Iicould never ſee him in church, the chapel. He 
anſwered, there are other —_ town Where your liturgy is uſed 
| ' as 
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letter, I told you I was 


. OS, Yoder 
2 W — 


A * 
= 
& - 8 
2 
8 
* 
* 
1 
-þ 
4 ” 
1 


\ 

j 
A 
oy 
3 


17 
= 
Y 


8 L 2 10 
as well as there, and mentioned two other places, one in Skinners- 


ball, and another in Corruber's-cloſe, which indeed is a beautiful 


ch and equenteg. In it yo is an organ and fine m 
(SY: tl tk to the ther in Sk/thners-ha/l, hich is a god | 
2 


houſe, and as an organ; but neither of the tlergymen ' 


- 


theſe houſes was ſo agreeable to me, as Mr. Ker in the Engliſh 
of 


0 where I cloſely retain. I asked my landlord to whic | 
theſe he retained; he anſwered, to neither of them. Theſe two 


* houſes, ſaid he, were poſed" by two clergymen 1il] the year 
d 


1746, when they were diſpoſſeſſed of them by a ſevere act of 
parliament, confining them, and all the epiſcopal clergy in Scor= 
laut who bad not t the" oath of abjuration, Cc. to perfort 

divine offices only to four perſons more than the family in which 


they officiate, is was thought a ſevere act; for the epiſcopal 
- clergy behaved very prudently during the troubles in 1745; they 


were very ſenſible of the lenity of the government ; and though 
they cannot comply with the teſts it requires, for reaſons beſt 
known to their . own conſciences, yet their practice is as innocent 
and peaceable as that of any other ſubject; only, they deſire their 
principle may be ſafe, which they contain within their own heart, 
without . diſturbing the neighbourhood with diſputes. By their 
principles every government is ſafe; for they patiently ſubmit 
where they cannot entirely comply: And, notwithſtanding the 
heavy preſſures they groan under, they behave themſelves quiet» 
by. worſhipping God in private, with a very few ; of which few; 
ys he, I am one. IFN $8. 7 Lie $f * 97 Aitute“ TS 72 WT 
This engaged me in many ſerious conferences with him; and 
1 do own, his converſation was very agreeable, he ſeems to be a 
very ſteady man, and has been at great pains to inform himſelf of 
what he thinks to be right; and reſolves to keep by it. He told 
me a great many things, of which! was altogether a ſtranger, and 
which indeed ſurpriſed me. However, they raiſed in me a ſtro 
inclination to be acquainted with ſome of theſe clergymen, ſo tha 


. 
* 


T asked him to introduce me to any one of them he pleaſed; he 


anſwered, he could eaſily do that, they are all very affable and 
nh,, , MNCs 202 Of. 0H1ES2'D 
Sometime: after this, I ſuppoſe,” he had been converſing with 
them of my deſire. He told me he would make me acquainted 
with the gentleman who poſſeſſed the fine chapel in Carruber r clb 
er nene, 


— , - 


burgh very near forty years [ his 7 i is Robertſon, He was as 
good as his-promiſe, ſo that Mr. Roberifon and! became acquainted. 
; have been often with him, and, do own he has u ed me very ei - 
villy and with great freedom; ſo that now I think I can ſatisfy you 
of That we were formerly miſinformed. The epiſcopal clergy in 
Edinburgh were repreſented, as factious and ſehiſroariect, yea, rebels 
to their biſhops; all which I laid before Mr. Robertſon. He faid he 
was no ſtranger to that, but coyld eaſily confute it, by Ja ing facts 
before me, which indeed he di- to my agreeable fur pri 1 
I faid, before 1 left England, I had heard that there were diffe- 
rences betwixt the biſhops and the Edinburgb clergy. and begged he 
would inform me what had been the,caule of them. I allo laid, 
ſince I came to Edinburgh, J had heard of the fame,” and had talke 

to my landlord of them, who anſwered me there was differences, 
and theſe were occaſioned by the biſhops endeavouring to alter the 


1 


conſtitution of the epiſcopal church in &colland, from what it had 
been, ever ſince the rep en and introducing ſome things, 
called uſages, into the publick worſhip; which, 5 he, the Aeg 
have oppoſed, and we of the laity ſupport them in that, and than 
them for it. 1 begged of Mr. Robertſon to acquaint me if this was 
the real cauſe of theſe differences. He told me that the clergy 
in Edinburgh did what they could to preſerve the church in the 
fame ſtate, as to worſhip, doctrine and government, in which ſhe 
was, at the dearh of the pious and learned Pr. Roſe, biſhop of E: 
dinburgh, which happetied in the year 1720; and ſince that time 
ſhe had been miſerably rent, by ſtrong attempts to alterations, and 
which had too much taken effèct. This was all that paſſed at firſt 
— , p ty acl ooo ant 14 95 Fl 
Soon as I could, 1 again waited on Mr. Robertſon, and deſired 
to be further informed of the differences betwixt the biſhops and 
clergy of Edinburgh, I (aid, you have many friends in England, 
and ſome of them are not a little ſtumbled at your conduct, as it 
is repreſented to them by two Scots elergymen, Meſſrs. Lyon and 
Cheyne, who no doubt had their information from ſome of the bi 
ſhops, or ſome tool of the biſhops. And I added, I ſhould be glad 
to hear from you what part you have ated, that I may endeavour 
to e friends in England of the true ſtate of this affair. 
To this Mr. Robertſon anſwered, you lay on me 2 diſagreeable 


office. I am loth to expoſe the weakneſſes, not to ive them 
another name, of my ſuperiors; they are but men, and no doubt 
N | 9 | have: 


\ 


have their failings, which & tad wg have. long concealed, 
and endared not a little 9pprobrium and contempt, becauſe we woul 
not came into their mealures. I ſhall then, now, to. ſatisfy vo 
and thoſe you ſay wiſh us well in ns lay before you a genuine 
account Fd this affair, ſince the death of the worthy biſhop Roſe: 
You will then, Sir, be informed, that the biſhops who were living 
after the revolution, took care for preſerving the epiſcopal ſuc- 
ceſſion, to aſſume into their order ſome deſerving presbyters, and 
from time to time did conſecrate ſeveral presbyters who concealed 
their characters, and performed no epiſcopal office without the con- 
| ſent of the ante-revolution biſhops ; yea, even of biſhop. Roſe alone, 
who out- lived all the reſt: And at his death there was ſix ſuch bi- 
Mops, two of them reſided in London. The four who were in 
| Scotland, met together in Edinburgh ſoon after biſhop Ro/”s death, 

fatisfied the presbyters in Edin 770 of their enero, and 
that they were biſnops; and deſired the presbyters to elect a ſuc- 
ceſſor to their decealt biſhop. The presbyters did ele& biſhop 
Fullerton, the ſenior of all the ſix biſhops; the other biſhops who 
had no particular flocks, were only biſhops at large, yet frequent - 
ly intermeddled betwixt biſhop Fullerton and his clergy, which oc - 
caſioned ſome jars and contentions, and gave great urabrage. 
However, the majority of the presbyters adhered cloſe to their 
proper biſhop, who died in the 1727. Soon after his death, the 
presbyters met and elected a ſucceſſor to him: The other biſhops 
complained of this election. You are now to be informed, that 
four presbyters had been lately conſecrated who wanted a ſhare 
of government, tho' they had no particular flocks. They"thought 
the presbyters in Edinburgh ought to have applied to them for a 
mandate to elect; the presbyters thought otherways, and pro- 
ceeded as they had done in the former election. Immediately 
on this, the presbyters in ſome other dioceſſes elected biſhops. for 
themſelves, and who were conſecrated by the now biſhop of Edin- 
burgh, aſſiſted by two of his colleagues, which occaſioned a great rups 
ture. Both parties got into the preſs, and printed what they 
thought fit to juſtify themſelves. The firſt of theſe printed books 
is called, 4 view of the eleflions of biſhops in the primitive church ; 
the other, An eſſay on the nature of the church, and a review of, &c. 
Both which books you ſhall have a reading of. Thus ended our 
ſecond conference. | "ory wy 

. e me- 


CH 
Some time after this, I went to Mr. Robentſon's houſe,; he, asked 
me. if 1 had tead the books ref AS ae ar I;had.:, How, de 
pleaſe them! ſays he Lan wered, the author of the firſt dib 


layed a good deal of reading; and, tho”, had he been honeſt, and 


cited his authors in a fair way, they would not have ſupported 
him ; as is taken notice of by the author of the Review, who in 
the Eſky and Review, ſays many ſtrong. things in 9 5 of you, 
and the other presbyters. But, I beg to know. the iſſue and event 
of this. Mr. Robertſon anſwered; That ſhows the ground of the 
difference betwixt the biſhops, and us en in Edinburgh ; 
for, had the biſhops, who were elected by presbyters, and wfote 
ſuch ſtrong things in ſupport. of their rights, acted like ſteady men, 
there had been no 3 ; but inflea d of that, [ney privily 
met with the biſhops at large, and came into their meaſures, by 
parcelling out this church into what they called diſtricts; and 
gave ſuch a diſtri& to ſuch a biſhop, without any election of the 
[ra gy oa. yea, without the knowledge of any one. presbyter ; 
and ſo overturned the principles they had contended for, and e- 


' ſtabliſhed in the eſſay,  &'c.. Further, at this meeting, which 


was in December 1731, all the biſhops agreed to make no alterati- 
ons in the public worſhip, but ſhall uſe either the Eugliſl, or Scott. 
_ fiſe liturgies. Had this been obſerved, it would have tended much 


to preſerve peace; but, alas! this is violate too, and no unifor- 


mity obſerved : However, continued Mr. Robertſon, we in Edin- 

burgh were happy in our proper biſhops ; we always elected ſuc - 
cellors as our biſhops died; we elected one in May 1727, another 
in October that ſame year, and a third in June 1733: And tho? 
ſome you unaccountable things. were done by ſome biſhops, e- 
ven in the city of Edinburgh, which we neither could prevent 
nor help, we paid a dutiful regard to our proper biſhop, and lived 
happy while he lived, which he did, till - + end of the year 1739. 
Since that time, we have been deſolate ;; and think, we have juſt 
ground to complain of the actions of our ſuperiors: But, more 
of this at next opportunity. | | 


When Mr. Kobertſon and I met, 1 wanted to know, and asked 


him, what part the biſhops had acted, ſince the death of the laſt 

biſhop of Edinburgb? He anſwered, that tho' the biſhops had af - 

firmed, in the eſſay, Cc. that the presbyters had a right to elect 

their biſnops, without any antecedent, mandate, even from the 

metropolitan, yet they had, 5 their articles of agreement, V 173 13 
5 N e 
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declared, that upon the Jerkiſe demon elſewhere, of a bi- 
Mop of any diſtri, the presbyters thereof ſhall neither ele&, nor 
ſubmit to another biſhop, without a mandate from the biſhops, 
This the presbyters complained of, yet for peace ſake, they, in a 
full meeting, a few days after the death of their biſhop, wrote to 
all the biſhops, notifying the death *of their biſhop, and craving a 
mandate to elect his ſucceſſor; but no return given. Some 
months after that, the presbyters again, in a full meeting, apply 
a ſecond time to all the biſhops, for ſaid mandate: but no return. 
I is poſſible they had ſtrong reaſons to hinder the granting the deſire 
of the presbyters; but it ſhowed not a little contempt; that none 
of the biſhops would acquaint any one of the presbyters, : why 
they could not grant the mandate. It is arongly ſuſpected, and 
that not without grounds, that if the presbyters would ele& the 
ec the biſhops ſhould nominate, a mandate would not have 
been refuſed: What adds ftrength to this ſuſpicion, is, that after 
ſeveral years ſilence from the biſhops, the presbyters agreed to in · 
vite the primus of the biſhops to take the interim charge of this 
dioceſe ; which invitation was kindly accepted by the then primus 
and the presbyters never heard that any one of the biſhops. obje&- 
ed againſt it; but death prevented his entering on his office. Son 
after his death, the biſhops met in the city of Edinburgh, and held 
a ſynod, and enacted canons, without the knowledge of any one 
presbyter: On which eighteen presb ters ſubleribes an addreſs to 
the biſhops, remonſtrating - againſt ſaid ſynod and canons: I think 
it a ſtrong paper, and give you a copy of it, as it is in print. On 
this, the biſhops and their partizans load the presbyters in Edinburgh 
with odious names, ſuch as, presbyterians, ſchiſmaticks, rebels, 
Sc. as you will ſee in the ſecond addreſs, and uſe them not very 
diſcreetly. - The presbyters bore all this with a becoming patience; 
and in a very dutiful manner ſend a third addreſs to the biſhops, 
my terms of reconciliation and peace; but all to no pur - 

oſe. 1 foes D T9. COPIES © ' 2-20 (42; | rr 
; Thus matters ſtood, till towards the end of the year 1755. that 
a very worthy clergyman in the city of Edinburgh died: Thoſe of 
his congregation unanimouſly invited a clergyman from the coun - 
try to take the charge and inſpe&ion of them; which invitation 
this clergyman accepted of, providing the presbyters in the dio 
eeſe of Edinburgh, as guardians of — during its vacancy, would 
conſent, and concur in his tranſlation: You muſt know here, = 


| G7 . 
his preſent charge was in the dseelg of Edinburgh. The presby- 
ters, as guardians of the ſee, had been in uſe of thus providing 
congregations in proper paſtors; and accordingly talk d together; 
and agreed to concur; and deſired letters might be written to the 
presbyters who were abſent, to obtain their 3 Letters 
were written, and diſcreet returns ſent : But Mr. Robert Forbes! in 

Leith thought fit to ſend a return. Here Mr. Rebertfon ſtopt ſhort; 
and deſired I would excuſe: him, if he proceeded no further. 
This gave me ſome unecaſineſs: However, having gone to my 
lodgings, I wrote, as I always did, what had paſſed in conference: 
And converſing with my. diſcreet landlord, I told bim what had 
paſſed betwixt Mr. Robertſon and me, and read to him my notes, 
expreſſing my pleaſure in the information I had got; not without 
diſeoveting my uneaſineſs, that I feared T ſhould have no more. 
My landlord ſaid, Mr. Robertſon has told you facts, but not all the 
facts; many things are omitted, which Tam ſure he knows, if he 
pleaſes. to impart them. As for the part Mr. Robert Forbes ated, 
he has a heap of his manuſcripts, very extraordinary: I have ſeen 
them; and if you deſire it, I perſuade myſelf you may have a read - 
ing of them, and then you will ſee with your eyes his extraordina- 
r . Sw 

On this, I longed: for another opportunity of ſeeing Mr. R- 
bertſon : At laſt we met. 1 . a ſight of Mr. Forbes's. ma- 
nuſcripts, of which my landlord had in formed me. He ſaid, he _ 
was willing to ſatisfy me in that, provided I would promiſe, I ſhould 
not take a copy of them, nor ſuffer a copy to be taken; which 1 
promiſed. He ſhowed me an exact copy of the above letter, 
written to Mr. Forbes, which was in a diſcreet, mannerly way, 
ſhort and ſubſtantial; and then gave me Mr. Robert Forbes's an- 
ſwer, to read at my leiſure: I carried it with me; and indeed it is 
of ſuch a nature, I cannot deſcribe it: And I perſuade myſelf, you 
will ſcarce believe me, when J acquaint you, that it is holograph, 
conſiſting of more than three ſheer of paper, or thirteen folio 
Pages, cloſe Writ, the moſt incoherent, - ſtupid- ſtuff I ever read; 
ometimes weeping, ſometimes inſulting, ſometimes praying, 
and ſometimes curſing ; and ends it with à long proteſtation 

againſt the tranſlation of the above clergyman. Mr. Robertſon had 
no need to forbid me to take a copy of if he had been to en- 
join me a penance, he might have commanded me to tranſcribe 
this famous manuſcript. I asked my landlord a character of Mr. 
| | Forbes ; 


1 0050 
Forbes; he anſwered, you may judge his charaQer” by his pet- 
formances. Ffere, ſays he, I preſent: you with a copy of ſome 
queries which were oecaſioned by the above letter, and proteſts 
tion : I have read them with pleaſure, -and tranſmit them to you; 
they well deſerve to be in print. 9750 
I next ask'd my landlord, how Mr. Forbes behaved, on receivin 


theſe queries? He . anſwered, His behaviour was what 1 do 
care to expreſs :: But, ſays he, if you can prevail with Mr. Robertſon 
to give you a reading of Mr. Forbes's anſwer to all theſe queries; 
for he anſwered them all, and that not haſtily, as if they had been 
the effect of paſſion, but deliberately, in many months: You will 
then - eaſily gueſs, what temper, and diſpoſition he is of. This 
raiſed my curioſity to a great height. 
At next meeting with Mr. Robertſon, I told him, my landlord had 
given me a copy of queries, and aſſured me they were anſwered, 
and theſe anſwers were all ſent to him: I begged to ſee them; 
he ſaid he would indulge me therein, on the condition I had pro- 
miſed on receiving his letter. 1. anſwered, if they were written 
with that ſpirit the letter was, 1 would not take a copy of them, 
if he would hire me; for no conſideration would engage me to 
write over ſuch nonſenſe. He then gave me them: | have read 
them, with great commotion of anger, that any clergyman ſhould 
take up his time with ſach trifles, but more eſpecially when ſtuff d 
with malicious. aſperſiong;. of which theſe anſwers are full. There 
is indeed here ſomething ſo extraordinary, that I cannot but aquaint 
you of it: A printed pamphlet, called, The grand and important 
queſtion about the church, and parochial communion, debated, in 
a dialogue between a country gentleman and his neighbour, it 
ſeems came to Mr. Forbes's hands, when he was writing theſe an 
ſwers; on this pamphlet Mr. Forbes writes many marginal notes, 
full of inſidious inſinuations, and ſcurrilous innuendo's, and directs 
it to Mr. Robertſon ; yea, immediately below the direction, adds, 
quid rider mutato nomine, de te fabula narratur ; and 2 all the 
anſwers are an original; they never had a precedent ; I hope 
never ſhall have a parallel. OT e 
I communed with my landlord, after! had read them; who ſaid, 
if Mr. Robertſon were not better natured, and more wiſe than Mr. 
Forbes, he had purſued Mr. Forbes for flander, and had ſufficient 
grounds for ſuch a proceſs ; but, ſays he, he piries his weakneſs, 
and does not want to expoſe his folly. My landlord told 2 the 
POR ihops 
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F rn duſt on chis ee J tho' t hepresbyters 
— — in uſe to provide paſtors for TER an they 
are guardians of the ſee, during its vacancy: This they think they 
have a right to; and indeed ſo do many learned men. On this 
be ſhewed me biſhop Hicks. on the codſtitution of the catholick 
church; who, in his letter to Mr: Nelſon ſays, The clergy at 
Conſtantinople thought the altar of St. John e continued in 
his faithful clergy, after the vacancy by his death. And having 
cited that famous letter of the Roman eleigy to the clergy of Car- 
thage, after the death of Fabian their biſhop, he adds, Not to in- 
ſiſt on many others of the old canons, you ſee the clergy of Rowe, 
in the vacancy of their church, looked upon themſelves as conduct - 
ors of the flock, is in the place of their deceaſt biſhop, to have 
the , care of the vacant church. It would ſeem, faith he, 
our biſhops have not the ſpirit of biſhop Hicks, who, in my judg- 
ment, was a great and good man. 15 i ä 
I then asked my landlord if any thing had happened ſince that 
time. He anſwered, that the clergy of Edinburgb had made pro · 
poſals of peace to the biſhops ; but ne believes they would not 
take effect: Bur, 9 5 he, if you can prevail with Mr. Loben gen, he 
can inform you fully there; for it was he who began, and carried 
it on for ſeveral months. On this I had again recourſe to Mr, 
Robertſon, who uſed me in this alſo with great civility, by ſhowing 
wy exact coples of his letters to biſtiop'' Alexander, and biſho 

exander's original letters to him, which brought matters 54 
near to an accommodation, that the Buinburgb clergy: thought it 
was done, and gave them great pleaſure; for Mr. Robertſon had 
again and again b pred of biſhop Alexander, to know what the bi- 

ops, required of the Edinburgh clergy in order to peace; and 
when the demands'came, 'and were notified to' the clergy, how- 
ever ewes they were, the clergy for peace ſake agreed to 
them; and all they deſired of the biſhops, in order to eſtabliſh 
a firm peace was, that they would ſuſpend the canons made in 
1743, to the dloceſe of E inburgh, as being a vacant ſee, and the 
preavyrere noways repreſented in that ſynod. This, they wrote, 
they, did not doubt of, becauſe the . had already ſuſpended 
one of theſe cations at the deſire of a ſingle presbyter, who had 
no right to officiate in Edinburgh but by virtue of that canon, — 
Bat this is not granted them, and ſo matters continue as they 
| C TH At 


5 % Goin 
At our laſt conference, Mr. Robertſon ſaid to me, Leſt you 
mould think that I did any thing, in relation to peace, without 


conſent of my brethren, I will ſhow you a letter they wrote me, 
when all hopes of peace were gone: Indeed he laid me under no 


reſtraint from taking a copy of it, which I have done, and ſend 
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the Reverend Mr, ALEXANDER ROBERTSON: . 


» Reverend and dear Brotber,nr 2320; 12 It 


þ HE correſpondence which you have of late * good de- 
IM ſign). carried on with the right reverend biſhop Alexander. 
at Noo, and the punctuality with which you have (as occaſions 
offered) laid before us the ſeveral papers paſt between his Reve · 
rence and you, claim our acknowledgments. /  _.. 
Tho” that treaty has not anſwered. your expectation, nor our 
6 Feen | | $25 4.8 bs N 214 12 er rr 
warmeſt wiſhes, yet the pains you haye taken, and the zeal you 


bave ſhewed for the peace (and we may ſay the exiſtence) of this 


diſtreſſed, divided church, for che invaded privileges of our ſecond 
order, and for the diſputed rights of our neglected, deſpiſed dio - 
ceſe, deſerve our beſt thanks: And tho? theſe can avail you but 


little, yet we hope the God of truth and peace, and of good or- 


der, will not forget your labour, which has proceeded of love for 


his name, 


i 2 N 2. 5 +3 not! 15 o d - 4-4 
Our ſentiments on the ſubject in queſtion betwixt his Reverence 


after the bappy teſtoration, (When it was eltabliſned by the laſt 
ſtatute in its favour) and confirmed by the conſtant practice of 


could paſs into canon or eccleliaſtical law, without their advice 
DOR. EE: os is ne Tx 


at, all been repreſented, Some of our number, who deſired — 
1 | | ce 


3 n Boi . 
ceſs to remonſtrate, were Leguled admittance) and à catoh' was 
formed to cut us all out from the judicatures of the church, in all 
time coming. en l 9! UA R 29 ] 24 £12265 9. =} 
This memorial and remonſtrance was ſubſcribed” by "eighteen 
presbyters of Edinburgh, whereof one half have ſince gone, we 
| 7:05; into the manſions of peace; and we few, who are yet left 
in this ſtate of trial, and are ſtill of the ſame r not 
like to change them, till we have found ſome good reaſon for it: 
We never pretended to a knowledge in eceleſiaſtical affairs equal to 
that of the biſhops, and therefore wanted. only to be further infor- 
med: But when thirteen long years after an authentick- copy of 
our memorial had been fent to each of the biſhops, and no anſwet 
was made to it by any of them, but our dioceſe ſtil] kept in a 
"tate of orphancy, [notwithſtanding repeated applications to them 
for leave to have it filled; after ſo long a ſilence, what were we 
to do? what were we to exper. ane 
Had we been in a miſtake, in a caſe fo eſſential as the conſtitu- 
tion of the church is, we could not imagine but our fathers, the 
chief ſhepherds, would have taken ſome pains to undeceive us, 
and imitating the example in the goſpel parable, have left their 
ninety- nine, our more docile brethren in the country, who, bi- 
ſhop Alexander ſays, are reconciled to their ſcheme, and have tried 
to reclaim their ſtrayed ſheep here, where” the proportion is ſtill 
greater than that of one to an hundred. 7 


But when we found, from his Reverence's letter to you, the 
fame high terms inſiſted for, that nothing ſhort of further ſubmiſ. 
| ſions and acknowledgments were demanded from us, and homolo- 
gation of their high claims, of no leſs than the excluſive'powers 
of legiflation and difcipline were expected on theirs: And all this 
without any further reaſon or evidence of right, on their ſide, but 
a ſingle auT% n, we thought then, as you did, it was high time 
to ſtop further proceeding, and wait for better temper,' and more 
favourable opportunity. F PTY. 
We were willing to have gone all poſſible lengths for peace; we 
had agreed to make general acknowledgments, and aſk pardon, even 
where they had taken no trouble to convince us that we had been 
in the wrong; and it was refolved that Mr. Harper junior ſhould 
make ſome appearance of acknowledgment to hel imus for 
his ſeitlement here, notwithſtanding its having proceeded accord» 
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ing to. rules, the rules by which we have added during the va; 
cancy of this ſee, of which ye. ftill think ourſelyes guardians, while 

in the language of the clergy of Rome, after the martyrdom of Fa- 

n, above 1400 years ago) Incumbat nobis, qui vid mur pri po ſiti 
| ge ng Kal cuſtodire gregem. W 

Thus far we were diſpoſed to yield for the ſake of peace: But 
when we found from his Reverence's letters, that nothing. leſs 
would ſatisfy him, or be the foundation of future peace, but our 
agreeing to alter the conſtitution of our church from what it 
had ever been, we conſidered, that this propoſal made to us was 
ultra Tires, and that we could not give up what was not in our 

ower to diſpoſe of: That this new 1 contended for, would 
be the-epiſcopal church of Scotland, in a ſhape very different from 
every other church that is, or (for ought we know) ever has 
been in the Chriſtian world; and that if ever it ſhould pleaſe God, 
to whom there is nothing impoſlible, to reſtore epycopary to legal 
- eſtabliſhment in Scotland, it would keep this church at greater di- 
ſtance from thoſe of England and Ireland, than thoſe of the domini- 
ons of the ſame prince ought to be. ' al It 

We conſidered; that when we ſubſcribed canonical obedience to 

our biſhop, we had not promiſed a blind and implicite obſequiouſ— 

neſs to him or any other biſhop, and that the learned and pious Dr. 
 * Rattray had taught us, 9 That every Chriſtian doth not owe obe- 
© gience to all bilhops in general, but each to his own particular bi- 
'# ſhop only; and therefore it muſt be neceſſary that every one ſhould 
« know that biſhop, to whom be in particular owes obedience, as 
« well as that every biſhop ſhould know his own particular ſubjects : 
« And this can no otherways be done, than by his living within 
« that juriſdiction, of which he in particular is the governor, exc. 
& It follows, that both clergy and people are only to pay canonical 
% obedience to their own proper, biſhop, and not to regard any 
« ſer of men whatever, that would, contrary to all eccleſiaſtical 
principles and diſcipline, graſp an unlimited and tyrannical 
r 5 . 
Upon theſe and ſeveral other conſiderations, we found ourſelves 
under the unpleaſing neceſſity of refuſing what bilhop Henander 
had inſiſted for as the condition of peace, and are ſorry to find from 
his angry letter to you, of Zune 20th, our refuſal had given his 
Reverence ſo much offence, that he had conſidered our wo 
| ler | _  obſtina 
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\ Eſſay, page 64, 66. 
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abſtinacy and perverſeneſi, and had de n ſo far inflamed, as tu brand 
us with the odious crimes of faction, rebellion, SC. 
:; Had we at any time invaded the proper rights, or uſurped the 
ſacred offices peculiar to the epiſeopate; or had we at any tim 
refuſed to pay that reverence and obedlence, which according 
rũle and canon; are due to thoſe of the firſt order, e had bee 
zuſtiy expoſed to this grievous charge. — But, as thank God, we 
are not guilty of chofe erimes, we comfort durſelvet, that rheſe 
very bad characters are in the preſent caſe. miſapplied; for the 
molt rigid aſſerters of loyalty and non reſiſtance have never 28s y 
fancied; that choſe ſubjects ho are content to ſuffer, where the 
cannot yield a&iveobedience to all the commands of their fupert: 
h ors arc gullty of rebellion! ! YOU! bu (22440 i Vie 5 55 FRO . | 
But you well know, this is not the firſt time it has been out hard 
fate to be thus roughly treated: When ſueh ' oprobriovs lan- 
guage was plentifully poured forth upon us by ſome of leſs learn. 
ing, leſs breeding, and much leſs e eee 0 
[> nar prayers ;- but to find it from one of biſhop He xundef 
iſtinguiſhed rank, muſt afſe& us with grief and the deepelt concern. 
In his letter ß ; he brings as an argument againſt us, 
on which he ſeems to lay great ſtreſs, that they, the biſhops, 
are the ſucceſſors of the àpoſtles, a thing we never denied or 
called in queſtion, when underſtood in a proper ſenſe, i. e. as ſuc· 
.ceeding to them in their ordinary epiſcopal powers and offtees, 
which were intended to be perpetual in the church : We hope bis 
Reverence meant ng more, tho really he had need to have ſuc- 
ceeded likewiſe to extraordinary powers, and gifts of inſpira · 
tion, tongues, miracles, Cc. to warrant and ſupport ſo high claims 
as he has thought fit to mage. 
If his Reverente thinks, that their ſueceeding to the apoſtles, in 
their ordinary powers and offices, gives title to an unlimited obe · 
dience, we humbly conceive, that is what the apoſtles themſelves 
did not claim; even the firſt of them was reſiſted and reproved 
when in the wrong; and none of them could preach a goſpel dif. 
Fering from what had been received, undet the moſt ſevere penalty, 
We canner therefore admit his conſequence; nor would it be difficult 
to ſhow what abſurdities we muſt be led'initb; ſhould. it be admit- 
ted. For example, the biſhop" of Roms elaims a ſupremacy, or 
univerſal paſt or ſuip: The Greet Church does not admit this high 
claim. - Popiſh ſynods . by canon, the ſacramental cup 
Donn 28 from 


14 
from the laity ; proteſtants bs RE it. Here was a great va- 
riety, and even repugnancy of opinions; yet all affirmed, and ſtrug- 
led for by biſhops; all of them the ſucceſſors of the. apoſtles, as 
ours are. And 3 unleſs we could attain to the skill of 
knitting contradictions, we can {diſcern nothing concluding in his 
Reverence's argument, further, than that every biſhop, or ſucceſſor 
of the apoſtles, ought to be reverenced and obeyed, while he 
doth and teacheth right; but not when he doth other ways. 
In the letter already referred to, his Reverence brings forth a. 
gainſt us a text of holy ſcripture ; He that beareth vou, heareth me ; 
and þe that deſpiſetb you, deſpiſeth me, and bim that ſent me, Luke x. 
16. Had. theſe very important words been ſpoken by our bleſſed 
Maſter to his twelve apoſtles, and not to his ſeventy diſciples, the 
argument had concluded much ſtronger againſt us; but as the direct 
contrary is the caſe, and that they were addreſſed to the ſeventy, 
and not to the twelve, we humbly apprehend, they might with 
greater propriety, have been uſed by us of the ſecond order, the 
ſucceſſors of thoſe ſeventy, when we found our rights in danger 
of annihilation, ., _ 1 Dot 
In his letter to you, of Muy gth, there is a paragraph, which we 
don't well know what to make of; viz. Jou know as well as J, 
and both of us ſadly feel, that the legal conſtitution of epiſeo- 
«« pacy was overturned at the revolution, ſo as it could not after for- 
% mally take place; and the very remains of it expired with bi- 
hop Roſe, the laſt ſurvivor. of that order, who had any pretence 
« of a title to act by it; ſo. that from henceforward the bi- 
« ſhops muſt have acted by their own original inherent powers, or 
« not have acted at all TL“ . 6&5 650 
It is not eaſy to find what his reverence could intend by this 
paragraph, unleſs. his charity meant to furniſh out an argument in 
our | A The epiſcopal church of Scotland was by the revolution 
overturned as to temporalities, but her purely ſpiritual powers were 
neither increaſed nor diminiſhed by that event: If they were not, 
it is highly probable, that when epiſcopacy is reſtored to legal e- 
ſtabliſhment.in Scotland, it will be on the old plan; and if that muſt 
be the caſe, we humbly conceive, there is the leſs reaſon for al- 
tering its ſnape during the imer m. 
We have the utmoſt reverence for the memory of that great 
man, and venerable prelate, Dr. Roſe, biſhop of Edinburgh; and 
are ſorry to lay, that his moſt prudent and. Needy — 
N : | acquire 
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_ acquired a new luſtre! from the 2 tiGads that enſued, after God, 
for our ſins, had taken him from our head. He lived 30 years after 
his deprivation : And tho” he ſurvived all the other anti-reyolution 
biſhops, yet ſeveral of them, his right reverend colleagues, lived, 
ſome 20, ſome 25 years after that period: Perhaps there were as 
many of thoſe © worthy confeſſors exiſting in Scotland, 12 or 
14 long years after the revolution, as there were of later biſhops 
in 1743; and we hope it will give no offence, if we ſay, that they 
underſtood their own powers, and what was proper for them to do, 
as well as any of their ſucceſſors.—They lived in a way as quiet, and 
unproyoking, as was poſſible ; they ſpent their time in doing good, 
and ſuffering hardſhips ; they bore the croſs with patience, without 
any attempt to-ſtrain'their authority beyond its due proportion; 
they preſerved a ſucceſſion of office-bearers in the church, by 
kindling freſh lights, where the old were dying out, &'c.——Bur 
they never dream'd of holding ſynods, or enacting new laws; nor 
did they conſult upon matters of importance, without the advice 
and concurrence of their presbyters. 70 
In ſhort, they did what was proper for men in their circum- 

ſtances, for edifying the body of Chriſt, but. not for dividing or 
deſtroying it, by a variety of new regulations, affecting the ancient 
polity, or worſhip : And we will venture to ſay, that if biſhop 
Alexander, and ſome of his right reverend brethren could be pre- 
vailed with to tranſcribe - the example of theſe deprived fathers, 
to reſtore eccleſiaſtical matters to the ſhape in which biſhop Roſe 
left them, and let things ſtand upon the good old footing, peace 
and amity would enſue, and long ſubſiſt among us. | 

There is one thing in one of biſhop Mexarder's letters to you, 
which in the midſt of many mortifications, brings us ſome joy ; 
wiz, that he wrote you only his own ſentiments, not thoſe of 
his brethren. If he has not thought it worth while to tranſmit 
to thoſe of the ſame order with him, the propoſals of pacification 
offered, we humbly hope all the other biſhops may not think fo 
Ml of us, as he does. ; : 

We are not ignorant of, nor have you concealed from us, the 
offers that have been made you, and the artifices.nſed to detach 

u from us, your brethren, with whom you have fo long ated 
m concert, ſtruggling for the ſupport of truth, and right, and 
good order. We applaud your conſtancy, ' and commend your 
prudence ; for we humbly think, your belag veſted with epiſco+ 
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t-yourſo muh comfort, as being among the ſitſt of a 
er alas, to which, in ſpite of temptation, you; have long retein 
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